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Assistive Technology Available in the Curriculum Materials 
Library 

 
Kurzweil 

 

 
 

A text-to-speech integrated literacy tool which provides reading, writing and learning assistance 
for any struggling reader including individuals with learning difficulties, such as dyslexia, attention 
deficit disorder or those who are English Language Learners. 
 
 

Dragon Naturally Speaking (PC) or Dragon Dictate (MAC) 
 

 
 

A speech recognition software which has three primary areas of functionality: dictation, text-to-
speech and command input. The user is able to dictate and have their speech transcribed as written 
text, have a document synthesized as an audio stream or issue commands that are recognized as 
such by the program. In addition, voice profiles can be accessed through different computers in a 
networked environment, although the audio hardware and configuration must be identical on both 
machines.  
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Boardmaker Plus! V.6 (Windows only) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
With Boardmaker Plus! v.6 you can create printed symbol-based learning activities for students 

with and without special needs.  You can create printed symbol-based learning activities, plus you can 
add on-screen interactivity of voice, animation and video. With Boardmaker Plus, you can create 
practice quizzes, worksheets, schedules, books & social stories, writing activities, games, and other 
activities that talk, prompt, and support your student as they learn.  This program is often used to 
create PECS (Picture Exchange Communication System) in which children with limited verbal 
communication can express themselves while scaffolding communication skills.  
 
 

Inspiration 9 
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For visual mapping, outlining, writing and making presentations, use Inspiration® 9, the ultimate 
thinking and learning tool. Brainstorm ideas, structure your thoughts and visually communicate 
concepts to strengthen understanding with the Diagram and Map Views. To take notes, organize 
information, and structure writing for plans, papers and reports, use the integrated Outline View to 
focus on main and supporting ideas and to clarify thinking in written form. With Inspiration's 
Presentation Manager, transform your diagrams, mind maps and outlines into polished presentations 
that communicate ideas clearly and demonstrate understanding and knowledge. 

Create webs, idea maps, mind maps, concept maps, graphic organizers, process flows, and 
other diagrams for thinking, organizing and writing. Use these proven visual thinking and learning 
techniques to brainstorm ideas, explore and explain relationships, and integrate new knowledge with 
what you already know. Inspiration® encourages deeper, more critical thinking and that improves 
creativity, comprehension and retention. 
 
 

InspireData 
 

 
 

Use InspireData® to investigate, analyze, and represent data and information in dynamic 
graphs and charts. InspireData tools make it easy to change variables and plot types so students can 
explore data in multiple, meaningful ways. This encourages them to investigate data analytically, ask 
more questions, and apply their understanding of the data to form better conclusions and continue 
exploration.  

Collect data from multiple sources including experiments, library and Internet research, user-
created e-Surveys or one of the 100+ subject-specific databases that are part of InspireData. Analysis 
and investigation includes finding the best representation for data using multiple plot types such as 
Venn, bar, stack, pie, axis and time series. InspireData supports STEM initiatives and 21st century 
skills, and aligns with standards for science, social studies and mathematics. 
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Kidspiration 3 
 
 

 
 

Using visual thinking methodologies, Kidspiration provides a cross-curricular visual workspace 
for K-5 learners. Students combine pictures, text, numbers and spoken words to develop vocabulary, 
word recognition, reading for comprehension, writing and critical thinking skills. 
Kidspiration works the way students think and learn and the way teachers teach. As students make 
visual connections, they build fundamental skills in reading, writing, math, science and social studies. 
Kidspiration offers activities in all curriculum areas, so students use visual learning naturally and 
confidently. 

With Kidspiration, students use graphic organizers to express thoughts and explore ideas and 
relationships. They create graphic organizers including webs, concept maps and Venn diagrams to 
clarify thoughts, organize information, apply new knowledge and build critical thinking skills. 
3,000+ symbols in Kidspiration's Symbol Library provide visual support for concepts taught in K-5 
language arts, social studies and science. Students can also import symbols from other sources. 
Symbol Search helps students search and find just the right symbols to express their thoughts and 
ideas. 
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